
  

  

  
Agricultural News:  Days suitable for fieldwork were 2.6.  Weather conditions went from being dry to being 
wet. Storms moved in bringing considerable precipitation; this has delayed fieldwork and some crop progress. 
Farming activities for the week included observing crops for disease and making plans for additional plantings 
as needed due to wet fields.  
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SOIL MOISTURE for week ending 05/20/18 

 
Very 
Short 

Short Adequate Surplus 

 % % % % 

Topsoil - 2 52 46 

Subsoil - 7 61 32 

- Represents zero.  
 

CROP CONDITIONS for week ending 05/20/18 

Crop 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 % % % % % 

Barley 2 8 23 59 8 

Corn - 5 29 57 9 

Hay, Alfalfa          2 8 44 43 3 

Hay, Other 6 12 38 41 3 

Winter Wheat 2 4 15 68 11 

Pasture 2 18 40 35 5 

-Represents zero. 
 

CROP PROGRESS for week ending 05/20/18 

Crop Stage 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
Last 
Year 

5-Yr 
Avg 

 % % % % 

 Barley harvested for grain 2 - - - 

 Corn planted 85 76 87 80 

 Corn emerged 71 52 59 62 

 Cotton planted 59 37 62 64 

 Peanuts planted 50 32 61 52 

 Potatoes, Summer planted 95 88 - - 

 Soybeans planted 26 17 30 23 

 Soybeans emerged 12 2 8 - 

 Tobacco, Burley transplanted 40 18 41 28 

 Tobacco, Fire-cured transplanted 40 20 51 34 

 Tobacco, Flue-cured transplanted 60 37 69 66 

 Winter Wheat headed 91 74 93 88 

- Represents data not available or zero.  
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CORN PLANTED for week ending 05/20/18 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINTER WHEAT HEADED for week ending 05/20/18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weather Summary- For the week ending May 20, 2018 

* Normal based on 1971-2000 data. NA-Not available. Source: NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov. Source: USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office.  
 
 

REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY – Comments are based on remarks made by extension agents, 
farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals.  

NORTHERN 

ROCKINGHAM (Doug Horn) 
Rockingham County got a month's worth of rain in 6 days. Rainfall totals ranged from 2 to 4 inches. Creeks 
were muddy, but most of the rain soaked in. Pastures are responding to the rain. Corn and soybeans are 
emerging. 

FREDERICK (Mark Sutphin)  
4+ inches of rain this week, spotty hail storms are impacting some fruit. 

WESTERN 

BATH/HIGHLAND (John Benner) 
Small grains were harvested before the rain. Corn yet to be planted. 

CENTRAL 

AMELIA (Laura Siegle) 
Portions of the county received heavy rain and storms several times this week. 

 
CAROLINE (Mike Broaddus) 
Many crops have vastly improved since last week’s rains. 

City 

Temperature 
Growing degree 
days (modified 

base 50) 
Precipitation 

Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. 

Avg. 
Avg. dep. 

from 
normal * 

 
Mar. 1 to 
May 19 

Mar. 1 to  
May 19 
norm 

Last 
Week 

Since 
Mar. 1  

Mar. 1 
dep. from 
normal * 

Jan. 1 
to 

date 

Jan. 1 
 dep. from 
normal * 

Lynchburg 80 62 90 57 71 8 710 684   4.32 12.71 2.94 21.37 4.94 

Norfolk 82 68 89 62 75 9 787 735 2.38 12.68 3.01 17.92 1.02 

Richmond 84 65 91 63 74        9 789 782 8.48 14.75 5.18 20.60 4.51 

Roanoke 81 65 93 61 73 10 752 NA   7.17 14.70 4.70 22.02 5.71 

Wash/Dulles 74 60 89 54 67 5 599 NA 5.43 11.31 2.12 17.80 2.85 
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CHESTERFIELD/GOOCHLAND (Charlotte Maxwell) 
We had almost 5 inches of rain over 3 days that caused a lot of flooding in the area. 

CAMPBELL (Todd Scott) 
This rain has really helped, but pastures and hay are still way behind. 

HANOVER (Laura Maxey-Nay) 
Flooded fields have led to poor conditions. Head blight in small grains has been observed due to humid and 
hot conditions. 

EASTERN 

ACCOMACK (Theresa Pittman) 
Rainfall - 2.06 inches. 

KING GEORGE (Mike Broaddus) 
Many crops have vastly improved since last week’s rains. 

NEW KENT (Laura Maxey-Nay) 
Flooded fields have led to poor conditions. Head blight in small grains has been observed due to humid and 
hot conditions. 

NORTHAMPTON (Ursula Deitch) 
Due to recent heavy rains, disease pressure is great in small grains and vegetables. Fungicide applications are 
necessary. 

RICHMOND/WESTMORELAND (Stephanie Romelczyk) 
A rainy week on the Northern Neck with over 9 inches of rain recorded in Montross. 
 
CHARLES CITY (Scott Reiter) 
Rain has been the topic of the week. Reported amounts of 3-7 inches across the area. Standing water in crop 
fields will mean that replanting will be needed in some areas. Corn, cotton, soybeans, and peanuts are 
affected. 

SOUTHWESTERN 

CARROLL (Steve Pottorff) 
Heavy rains fell throughout the county last week. 

SMYTH (Andy Overbay) 
Rains have halted corn planting, but have helped pastures. Hay crops have headed out, and need to be cut 
soon to preserve quality as much as possible. 

FLOYD (Jon Vest) 
Afternoon thunderstorms produced spotty areas of hail across Floyd County. 

SOUTHERN 

LUNENBURG (Lindy Tucker) 
We've been dry and needing rain, and this past Thursday and Friday we got it. The eastern side of the county 
got between 7 and 11 inches, while the west probably averaged around 3.5 inches. Fields flooded, roads 
washed out, rivers are still up quite high, and probably did not peak until late Sunday afternoon or so. 
Otherwise, the crops are coming along with corn getting some height and beans sprouting. This rain probably 
really messed up the hay schedule for a lot of folks, but we should get some good growth still. Tobacco is 
growing and much more noticeable in the fields now with leaves coming on. Fruits and veggies, in particular, 
may face some serious disease issues with this rain and all of the hot humidity we have had this last week or 
two. Not to mention, loss of product or quality of product from the sheer amount of rain. 

SOUTHEASTERN 

BRUNSWICK (Cynthia Gregg) 
Several roads and bridges were impassable this weekend, and some will remain closed into the next week. 
Some fields were washed out with the rain, erosion and washing away of soil in some areas. Some small 
grains have lodged badly with the rain. Some corn has already drown bordering the Meherrin River, some 
pastures are flooded next to the Meherrin as well. 

VIRGINIA BEACH CITY (Roy D. Flanagan) 
Rain and ripe strawberries do not mix, another good crop load spoiled by Mother Nature. Here is hoping for 
drying weather for the next couple of weeks. 

PRINCE GEORGE/SURRY/SUSSEX (Scott Reiter) 
Rain has been the topic of the week. Reported amounts of 3-7 inches across the area. Standing water in crop 
fields will mean that replanting will be needed in some areas. Corn, cotton, soybeans, and peanuts are 
affected. 

GREENSVILLE (Sara Rutherford) 
Cotton has started emerging in the southernmost part of the county. Recent repeated rains have caused 
ponding in low-lying spots. No reported damage from high winds. 

CHESAPEAKE CITY (Watson Lawrence Jr.) 
Farmers stopped planting first acreage of soybeans by mid-week, waiting for expected rain to pass by end of 
weekend. Good stands of corn have emerged. Early plantings of corn and soybeans are about one week later 
being planted this year because of cold temperatures for corn and impending rain delaying soybean planting. 


